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                                      Plant Mulch stored at the Evergreen Negro Cemetery Site
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                                                               Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

Project RESPECT Historic Cemetery Preservation Projects

Saturday, February 26, 2011 Project RESPECT, Inc. will host a day of preservation and cleanup work with the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Rho Theta/Theta Chi Chapters at the Evergreen Negro Cemetery.   During recent months of cold wintry weather Project RESPECT continued the landscaping and beautification projects begun in the fall of calendar year 2010 at historic cemetery sites in Harris and Fort Bend Counties.  The organization purchased and planted more than one hundred small crepe myrtles at each of these sites.  We have also procured more than seven truck loads of mulch at Evergreen and it’s just waiting for our partners from the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity to join us in making the Evergreen Negro Cemetery a pleasant place of memories with green environmentally friendly plants and flowers.

New Home Cemetery  - Fort Bend County – Preservation Improvements

Project RESPECT has begun a similar project to add additional landscaping and lasting beautification at the New Home Cemetery located on FM-1464 in Fort Bend County in the outline area of Sugarland, Texas. Upon completion of the current road widening project in the area of the cemetery a new barrier fence will replace the old Western Style fencing with an improved visitor parking area and security to circumvent unauthorized vehicular traffic beyond the public parking area.
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Project RESPECT is seeking a contribution of a large water collection tank to begin installing a rainwater collection system to further environmentally friendly and energy saving policies at the Evergreen Negro Cemetery site in Houston.  Other sites will be added as funds, manpower, and corporate partners are identified.

 The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Tradition

The Mighty Men of Omega Psi Phi have established a tradition of volunteering for community service work at the Historic Cemetery Preservation Projects executed by Project RESPECT in recent years.  In calendar year 2007/2008 the Omega men joined Project RESPECT for the preliminary work at the Prairie View Alta Vista / Liendo Cemetery behind the campus of Prairie View A & M University.  In calendar year 2009 a collaborative effort by the two organizations resulted in the huge clean-up and preservation projects at the Evergreen Negro Cemetery and the Harrisburg Jackson Cemetery.  New recruits for the fraternity made possible the removal of large numbers of trees blown over by hurricane Ike at the Harrisburg Jackson Cemetery.  Overgrowths of weeds, vines, and debris were cleaned up and removed.

The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and YES Public School and Other Preservation Partners

Project RESPECT has done more than any other organization in local Houston communities to create awareness of the plight of these abandoned and neglected monuments that hold the DNA of Texas History.  Beginning with developing and writing historic cemetery trust legislation in 1995, Project RESPECT has continued building a legacy of service to people in under-served communities through historic preservation projects. The many recognized accomplishments would not have been possible without the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, the YES Public Schools South East Campus, the REGIS School of the Sacred Heart and many other volunteers.
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YES Public School Students Performing Preservation Work at the Harrisburg Jackson Cemetery - 2010

The Preservation Work for Saturday, February 26, 2010 at Evergreen Negro Cemetery

Saturday, February 26, 2011 will be a day of enduring work that will leave a lasting mark of beauty and commitment at the Evergreen Negro Cemetery.  Project RESPECT will join the Mighty Men of Omega after the work for some Texas Bar-B-Que,  all the trimmings and desserts.

Together we have replaced television appearances and sound bytes about the condition of Houston’s abandoned and neglected cemeteries in poor and under-served communities with places that will someday host tourism with monuments and technology that will tell the true stories of those who contributed to the building of the City of Houston, State of Texas and the United States of America.

Project RESPECT, Inc.
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Contact Information:

Project RESPECT, Inc.

P. O. Box 505 

Hockley, Texas 77447

Email: respecthouton@yahoo.com, Web Site: http://www.projectrespect.com
Project RESPECT is a 501©3 registered Non Profit Organization. 
